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THE    "HERMES"    BUST    OF    LINCOLN    BY    VOLK 

No.  3 


After  Leonard  Volk  had  finished  his  sculptured  head 
of  Lincoln,  which  was  based  on  his  life  mask,  he  de- 
sired to  make  further  measurements  in  order  to  create 
a  bust. 

According  to  the  sculptor,  Lincoln's  last  sitting  was 
Thursday  morning  (April  5, 
1860).  Volk,  years  later,  ]'e- 
called  this  visit  as  follows:  "I 
had  finished  the  head,  but  de- 
sired to  represent  his  breast 
and  brawny  shoulders  as  na- 
ture presented  them;  so  he 
stripped  off  his  coat,  waist- 
coat, shirt,  cravat  and  collar, 
threw  them  on  the  chair, 
pulled  his  undershirt  down  a 
short  distance,  tying  the 
sleeves  behind  him,  and  stood 
up  without  a  murmur  for  an 
hour  or  so. 

"I  then  said  that  I  was 
done,  and  was  a  thousand 
times  obliged  to  him  for  liis 
promptness  and  patience,  and 
offered  to  assist  him  to  re- 
dress, but  he  said:  'No.  I  can 
do  it  better  alone.'  I  kept  at 
my  work  without  looking  to- 
ward him,  wishing  to  catch 
the  form  as  accurately  as  pos- 
sible while  it  was  fresh  in  my 
memory.  Mr.  Lincoln  left  hur- 
riedly, saying  he  had  an  en- 
gagement, and  with  a  cordial 
'Good-bye!  I  will  see  you  again 
soon,'  passed  out. 

"A  few  moments  after,  I 
recognized  his  steps  rapidly 
returning.  The  door  opened, 
and    in    he    came,    exclaiming: 

'Hello,  Mr.  Volk!  I  got  down  on  the  sidewalk  and  found 
I  had  forgotten  to  put  on  my  undershirt,  and  thought 
it  wouldn't  do  to  go  through  the  streets  this  way.'  Sure 
enough,  there  were  the  sleeves  of  that  garment  dangling 
below  the  skirts  of  his  broadcloth  frock-coat!  I  went  at 
once  to  his  assistance,  and  helped  to  undress  and  re- 
dress him  all  right,  and  out  he  went,  with  a  hearty 
laugh  at  the  absurdity  of  the  thing." 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  "reminiscent  pen"  may 
have  gone  too  far  in  this  instance  in  describing  the 
sleeves  of  the  undershirt  dangling  below  the  skirts  of 
the  broadcloth  frock-coat.  Maybe  he  was  not  properly 
"harnessed  up"  for  the  street  but  the  dangling  sleeves 
make  the  description  a  little  too  grotesque. 

Volk  went  to  work  immediately  on  a  nude  bust  which 
he  described  for  the  United  States  Patent  Office  as 
follows: 

"Be  it  known  that  I,  Leonard  W.  Volk,  of  the  city  of 
Chicago,  in  the  county  of  Cook  and  State  of  Illinois, 
have  made  or  produced  a  new  and  original  Design  in 
Round  Relief  of  a  Bust  Representing  Hon.  Abraham 
Lincoln,  of  Illinois;  and  I  do  hereby  declare  that  the 
following  is  a  full  and  exact  description  of  the  same. 
"A  'Hermes'  bust,  viz.,  head,  shoulders,  and  breast 
cut  off  below  the  pectoral  muscles  and  without  drapery 
or  covering  of  any  kind,  the  head  slightly  elevated  and 
turned  to  the  right. 

"What  I  claim  as  my  production,  and  desire   to  se- 
cure by  Letters  Patent,  is — 

"The  design  for  a  bust  as  above  described,  and  rep- 
resented in  the  accompanying  print. 

"Leonard  W.  Volk 
"Witnesses : 

Isaac  D.  Arnold 
E.  B.  McCagg". 
Volk's  application  for  copyright,  witnessed  by  Hiram 
Joy  and  John  Vanannan,  was  received  and  filed  on  May 
17,  1860,  the  day  before  Lincoln  was  nominated  for  the 
presidency.  This  indicates  that  the  "Hermes"  bust  was 
finished  several  days  before  the  patent  application  was 
received  by  the  patent  office. 


The  bust  measures  twenty-five  inches  in  height  and  is 
approximately  seventeen  inches  wide.  On  the  right  of  the 
base  appears  the  words  "L.  W.  Volk  Sculptor  1860"  and 
on  the  left  "Patented  June  12,  1860."  Later  busts  modeled 
after  the  original  were  cut  in  marble  and  cast  in  bronze. 

Likewise,  small  replicas  meas- 
uring twelve  and  one-half 
inches  were  placed  on  sale. 

A  cabinet  size  "Hermes" 
feugt.  was  presented  to  Mrs. 
Abraham  Lincoln  on  May  18, 
1860  by  the  sculptor,  while 
Volk  was  a  visitor  in  Spring- 
field, Illinois.  The  sculptor  re- 
corded this  incident:  "I  gave 
her  (Mrs.  Lincoln)  a  cabinet- 
size  bust  of  her  husband 
which  I  had  moulded  from  the 
large  one."  This  cabinet  size 
bust  must  have  been  made 
from  the  working  model  in  the 
studio  and  likely  precedes  the 
patented  one.  The  present  lo- 
cation of  this  bust,  if  it  is  ex- 
tant, is  not  known.  A  cabinet 
size  nude  bust  was  exhibited 
by  the  New  York  State  Li- 
brary at  Albany  in  1947  but 
it  has  a  patent  date  which 
Mrs.  Lincoln's  copy  probably 
did  not  have. 

The  Women's   Relief  Corps, 
Department  of   Massachusetts 
unveiled    in    Boston    a    bronze 
replica  of  the   "Hermes"  bust 
in     the     Massachusetts     State 
Capitol  Building  on  March  28, 
1912.    Another    bronze    "Her- 
mes"   Lincoln    bust    was    un- 
veiled in  Hingham,    (Norfolk)    England  in  a  prominent 
niche  in   St.  Andrew's  Church.   This  was   a  gift  of  the 
people  of  Hingham,  Massachusetts,  commemorating  the 
English    Lincoln    ancestors    of   the    Sixteenth    President. 
The  sculptor  suffered  many  infringements  of  his  pat- 
ent   and    shortly    after    Lincoln's    nomination    for    the 
presidency,  Volk's  head  superimposed  upon  the  shoulders 
of    other    men   made    their    appearance.    No    one    knows 
how    many    infringement    busts    were    sold    or    are    still 
being   sold. 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation  has  several 
questionable  sculptural  works  which  appear  to  be  in- 
fringements on  Volk's  patent.  (See  Lincoln  Lore,  No. 
1047,  May  2,  1949  "Busts  of  Lincoln  by  Volk  Created 
In  I860.") 

BLONDIN 

(Continued  from  page  2) 

People  (August  I860)"  and  Harper's  Weekly  for  Au- 
gust 25,  1860  published  cartoons  depicting  Lincoln  as 
another  Blondin. 

Even  President  Lincoln  is  reported  to  have  used  the 
name  of  "Blondin"  as  a  means  to  put  across  a  point  to 
some  visitors  variously  described  as  "perturbed  poli- 
ticians of  the  west;"  and  as  "an  excited  delegation  of 
clergymen."  This  disgruntled  group,  whoever  they  were, 
came  as  critics  of  the  administration  and  they  suggested 
the  course  which  Lincoln  should  follow. 

Hearing  their  complaints,  Lincoln  said  at  length, 
"Suppose  all  the  property  you  were  worth  was  in  gold 
and  this  you  had  placed  in  the  hands  of  Blondin  to 
carry  across  the  Niagara  River  on  a  rope.  Would  you 
shake  the  cable  and  keep  shouting  at  him:  'Blondin, 
stand  up  a  little  straighter;  Blondin,  stoop  a  little  more, 
go  a  little  faster,  go  a  little  slower,  lean  a  little  more 
to  the  south'  ?  No,  you  would  hold  your  breath,  as  well 
as  your  tongue,  and  keep  your  hands  off  until  he  got 
safely  over. 

"The  Government  is  carrying  an  enormous  weight. 
Untold  treasure  is  in  their  hands.  Don't  badger  them. 
Keep  silence  and  we  will  get  you  safely  across." 


Cuba,    Illinois 
Sept.    15,1944 


Dear  Sirs : 

I  now  have  the  Lincoln  bust  I  recently  wrote  you  about.    I  have  been 
unable  to  find  out  much  about  it  other  than  it  originally  belonged  to  a 
county  superintendent  of  schools  around  1900#    I  don't  know  who  it  was 
-yiade  by  nor  when.    I  would  say  it  was  made  of  Lincoln  when  he  was  a 
comparatively  young  man,  he  has  a  mole  on  the  right  side  of  his  cheek  not 
far  up  from  the  domer  of  his  mouth.    His  shoulders  are  sort  of  draped 
in  material,  he  is  not  wearing  a  suit,  his  hair  is  sort  of  tousled  looking 
in  other  words  not  neally  combed  down.     I  would  say  his  features  are  very 
finely  done.    The  bust  stands  30"  high,  and  the  head  measures  29|"  around 
over  the  eye  brows .    There  is  a  small  chip  in  one  eye  brow  and  a  few  minor 
scratches  on  the  head,  outside  of  that  I  would  say  it  is  in  fine  shape.   The 
bust  itself  is  made  of  apparently  very  fina  material  as  it  is  very  smooth 
and  glossy. 

You  can  let  me  know  if  you  think  you  would  be  interested  in  a  bust  of  this 
age  and  type.     It  is  really  a  beautiful  piece  of  work. 
Thanking  you  I  remain. 
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Mrs.  e.  L*  IhlXUpe 
Ctibaf  lUinoia 

Dear  IMamt 

If  jou  vill  adrlse  ub  how  snoh  jrou  vish  to 
tattre  for  the  host  vhlch  70a  hsfe  ao^ulred  ve  vill  lot 
70a  knofv  nlhother  or  not  «e  care  to  aoqulre  it, 

Ibure  Tory  trnly. 


ZAVsTff  Dirootor 
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Box  547, 
Albany   1,N.Y, 
August  19,1945, 
Louis  A.Warren, Director, 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne, Indiana, 
I^  dear  Sir:- 

I  am  endeavouring  to  ascertain  information  in  regard  the  portrait  bust  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  executed  lay  Leonard  W.Volk, which  must  have  been  posed  for  in  the  early 
part  of  April  of  I86O. There  was,  a  design  patent  issued  to  Volk  on  this  portrait  on 
June   12,  1360,a  copy  of  which  patent  Ihave, There  is  also  in  my  pessession  a  photograph 
of  Volk  working  on  the  marble  replica  of  this  Lincoln  bust, this  being  the  same  bust  as 
illustrated  in  the  patent. I  also  have  the   "Oenturyl*fe.gazine",of  December,  1881, which  has 
the  article  by  Volk,  "The  Lincoln  Life-mask  and  How  It  Was  Madejffrom  which  I  deduce,  that 
Volk  made  the  mask, a  cast  of  one  hand, and  must  have  made  the  cabinet  size  bust  of  which 
he  speaks  of  as  being  presented  to  Mrs, Lincoln, this  cabinet  size  bust  in  all  probability 
being  the  customary  sculptor' s  proceedure  of  small   study  which  can  be  executed  rapidly, 
the  mask  to  establish  measurements, and  the  cast  of  the  hands, being  the  equipment  necessary 
from  which  to  execute  a  statue. This  bust  was  destroyed  in  the  Chicago  fire. 

Have  you  ±ny  further  data  in  regard  this  bust  that  you  would  make  available 
to  me, which  is  in  y  ur  posse88ion,or  may  be  recorded  elsewhere?Is  there  a  marble  or  plaster  1 
original  of  this  bust  anywhere  in  existance^I  would  Iso  appreciate  the  courtesy  if  you 
would  point  out  any  other  books  or  magazines  that  may  have  reference  to  this  matter, and 
if  there  are  any  other  photographs  of  the  bust, Any  fact  or  information  that  will  aid  in 
completeing  tTais  information  will  be  intensely  appreciated. 

That  you  may  know  who  I  am  let  me   say  that  I  procured  for  the  How  York  State 
Musevun, as  a  gift, the  Stetson-Wells  Collection, which  is  all   the  papers, letters, photos, 
sketch-books, numerous  complete  works, etc, of  E.L, Henry, and  several  other  gifts  pertinent 
to  American  Art  History, 


Page  2. 

Hoping  that  you  will  be  able  to  aeeist  me  in  making  ray  data  more  replete  in 
regard  the  Volk  Lincoln  Bust, and  if  there  is  any  charge  for  any  of  this  material, if  you 
will  advise  me  the  amount  I  will  forward  it, closing,I  am, 


Yourt  very  truly. 


1/     Wilfred  Thomas, 

1/ 


August  2k,  19^5 


Kr.  Vllf^d  Thaaaa 
BoQc  Ko.  3i^7 
Albany,  1,  Hew  York 

Dear  Mr.  Thcxoast 

Ve  have  auch  an  aburtdauce  of  material  here  on 
Ifonard  V.  Yolk  that  it  vould  take  qtulte  e  good  sized  volume 
to  contain  all  ve  have  gathered. 

I  take  pleasure  in  sending  you  soae  of  the  more 
timely  items  vhich  you  will  please  receive  with  my  compliments. 

The  typewritten  letter  of  1^.  7olk  is  a  photostat 
of  the  original  which  is  in  our  collection. 

I  do  not  think  we  can  take  the  time  Just  now  to 
make  a  bibliography  of  all  the  material  we  have  on  Mr.  Volk 
but  possibly  you  may  find  tixm  on  some  occasion  to  come  here 
and  consult  the  amount  of  material  we  have  gathered. 

Yours  very  truly. 


I4llill  Director 
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July  31,  194,7 


Mr.  l.'ilfred  Ihonaa 

Box  347 

Alt^ansr,  1»  Hw  Tork 

Dear  Mr*  ?hoiaas: 

We  regret  to  adrise  you  that  He*   Warm 
is  at  preaent  out  of  the  office  on  vacation*  Juat  ae  toon 
a«  he  rotums  X  will  oall  his  attention  to  your  letter* 

Very  truly  yourst 


Margaret  Moellerlng 
Secretary  to  He*   Warren 


J 


August  Ik,  lSk7 


Mr.  Vllftred  Thomas 

Boor  347 

AUittajf,  If  lev  York 

M7  dear  Mr.  Thomas: 

I  feel  v#e  are  zxot  going  to  "be  able  to  aaaiat  you 
very  much  In  the  identification  of  the  Volk  Bust  vfais  h  you  have 
In  your  possession. 

We  had  soiM  cprrespondence  ahont  four  years  ago  with 
Jessie  Yolk,  a  de^^^nSeiit  who  was  then  living  at  21^  South  l6th 
Street,  Belleville,  Illinois.  You  might  write  to  her  and  find 
out  if  you  can  if  she  has  any  Infoxmation  about  this  smaller  study 
by  Volk.  lito  vill  he  verj  much  Interested  tolaern  what  you  do 
find  out  if  anything  comes  from  lt»  as  we  are  vitally  Interested 

Very  truly  yours « 


Direct cr 
LAV:CM 
L*A.Varren 


Box  547, 
Albany  I,N.Y. 
August  19,1947. 

Dr. Louis  A.Warren, 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne , Indiana . 

My  dear  Dr.Warren:- 

Thank  you  for  youB  letter  of  Au^st  l4th  in  reference  to  the  Cabinet-size 
portrait  of  Lincoln  by  Volk.  I  observe  that  in  Lincoln  Lore, No. 24l, November  20,1955  that 
the  cabinet-size  is  not  listed, but  felt  that  you  might  have  diaries  of  Volk  that  would  give 
mrre  information  expanding  the  record  that  Volk  makes  in  his  Century  Magazine  article. 

I  sincerely  appreciate  your  giving  me  Miss  Jessie  Volk' s  address, and  as 
you  suggest, I  have  written  her  today  and  will  let  you  know  what  the  answer  contains. I  have 
teard  that  there  is  a  relative  in  Brooklyn  that  might  be  of  assistance. 

In  a  conversation  with  Mr. Stefan  Lorant  at  Lenox,Mass.,he  proposed  that  I 
address  you, and  also  suggested  Mr.Lauriston  Bullard,of  Melrose  Highlands, Mass., whom  I  have 
also  addressed. 

I  exa.   enclosing  a  copy  of  Volk' s  patent  for  tlie  Lincoln  bust. I  was  fortunate 
in  procuring  an  original  copy  of  this  patent, of  the  period, but  when  I  ordered  more  they  were 
O.P.  and  80  I  have  these  reprints^and  fel;b  you  might  wish  a  copy  for  your  files. The  original 
is  printed  upon  two  pages. The  original  printing  is  a  nice  association  piece  to  go  with  the 
cpbinet-size  bust. 

I  am  besieged  by  the  dealers  that  know  I  have  this  portrait .Having  had  it 
over  a  period  of  several  years  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  had  from  the  development  of 
several  war  inventions  to  do  any  extensive  research  in  regard  the  bust. It  becomes  more 
apparent  as  one  goees  along  that  this  is  perhaps  the  earliest  extant  original  in  a  permanent 
medium  •^■■t  of  the  first  portrait  in  sculpture  from  life  by  Volk.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
i\ 

J 
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the  bust  should  go  permanently  to  a  public  institition  where  it  will  be  preserved  for  all 
time. A  friend  with  intimate  connections  with  the  Mellon  Gallery  in  V/ashington  is  pressing 
for  it  to  be  acquired  for  the  Nation's  Capital.lt  is  evident  that  the  unique  cabinet-size 
portrait  has  a  aignificance  of  as  great  import  as  the  Hick's  Painting, the  first  portrait 
in  oils  from  life  of  Lincoln.  It  has  occured  to  me  that  replicas  of  this  bust  in  bronze 
available  to  schools,nia8ums,and  individuals, would  be  of  high  import  in  turning  the  Amer- 
ican mind  back  to  the  American  scene  as  against  the  Alien  Columns  that  are  from  all  sides 
iXetting  our  system,  deriding, confusing, corrupting  and  imdermining  public  thought. 

A. 

Repeating  my  appreciation(i^r  Miss  Volk'  s  address  and  assuring  you  of  informaticn 
that  may  be  acquired  in  the  future, I  am  , 


y^ 


^^  ^=^^  ^^^UeJ^  <-pUe  yC^x^uc^ 
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August  2^,  IShl 


Mr.  Vllf  i5»d  aaioBUi 
BoK  Ho.  ^7 
Albany,  1,  Bw  York 

Hr  d*ar  Nr.  Hmdels: 

Ve  appz»elat»  v»zgr  inuch  your  anndlng  of  tte  cofjrl^t 
notlco  ov  patent  of  Yolk  Iwat. 

It  oecuxv  to  n*  Utat  you  zal£^t  Uloi  to  hart  a  l»ttoi» 
in  pbotoatat  copied  from  iOm  oMglnal,  viiicli  no  oisx,  glTlxie 
aooB  Uttla  Motoxgr  of  taie  zoaklne  of  tbi  Inist. 

Will  you  pl»aaa  accept  It  vlth  ou?  ccwpHwinta. 

I  tnmt  you  loay  bo  ablo  to  find  out  ^dmHamr  or  not 
tlMi  wRllar  prscodod  tiio  lArepr  Vust,  vlilch  haa  lioaa  vldoly 

dlstrl'butod. 

Yozy  truly  yours. 


IMiiSB  I»ir»ctor 

Knc. 


United  States  Patent  Office. 


LEONARD  W.  VOLK,  OF  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS. 
DESIGN   FOR  A  BUST  OF  ABRAHAM   LINCOLN. 


Specification  forming  part  of  Design  No.  1,250,  dated  June  12,  1860, 


To  all  luhovv  it  may  concern: 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Leonard  W.  Volk,  of 
the  city  of  Chicago,  in  the  county  of  Cook  and 
State  of  Illinois,  have  made  or  produced  a 
new  and  original  Design  in  Round  Relief  of 
a  Bust  Representing  Hon.  Abraham  Lincoln, 
of  Illinois;  and  I  do  hereby  declare  that  the 
following  is  a  full  and  exact  description  of 
the  same. 

A  "Hermes"  bust,  viz.,  head,  shoulders,  and 
breast  cut  off  below  the  pectoral  muscles  and 


without  drapery  or  covering  of  any  kind,  the 
head  slightly  elevated  and  turned  to  the  right. 

What  I  claim  as  my  production,  and  desire 
to  secure  by  Letters  Patent,  is — 

The  dosign  for  a  bust  as  above  described, 
and  represented  in  the  accompanying  print. 

LEONARD  W.  VOLK. 
Witnesses: 

Isaac  D.  Arnold, 
E.  P>.  McCagg. 
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Box  547, 
Albany  I,I'I.Y. 
Oct. 22, 1947. 

Dr. Louis  A. V/arr en, Director, 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne, Indiana.  Cabinet-Size  bust  Lincoln  by  L.'/.'.Volk. 

I.!y  dear  Dr  .Warren  :- 

I  am  offering  the  cabin^^^t-size  portrait  bust  for  purchase.Your  letter 

of  August  l4th  stating  that  the  Foundation  was" vitally  interested"  prompts  me  to  enclose 

the  following:- 

Three  large  photographs  of  the  bust, showing  the  signature  and  dating,  (copyrighted). 
A  photograph  showing  Volk  at  work  on  the  correct  first  portrait  of  Lincoln. This  is 
furnished  thru  the  courtesy  of  Lir.Paul  Angle  of  the  Chicago  iiistorical  Society. 
10  pages  of  manuscript  text, research  that  confirms  the  bust. 
I'  have  already  sent  you  a  copy  of  the  Patent  issued  to  Volk. 

Thru  the  copyright  office  it  becomes  evident  that  when  Volk  was  secur- 
ing copyrights, period  of  I87O  -  I897»it  was  of  and  for  "design  for  statue" .These  are 
noted  as  Statue  of  Abraham  Lincoln,Statuette  of  A. Lincoln, Right  Hand  of  Lincoln, Left 

Hand ,Face  of  ....,during  the  period  of  I876-I897*No  entries  appear  in  the  name  of 

C.Hennecke  &  Co., or  Randolph  Rogers.All  are  replicas, copies, etc., and  those  I  have  seen 
are  simply  dated  I860. A  case  in  point, The  Milch  Galleries  have  what  is  known  as  the  short 

a 

bust, head, neck, cut  at  clavicle, on  pedestal, smooth- face, which  is  signed,l.Iodelled  from 

i(  If 

life, Leonard  W. Volk, Chicago  I860 .Replica. This  cabinet  size  is  confirmed  as  unique, and 

the  only  one  located, dated  June  12, I860. Evidently  waste  moulded  for  the  specific  purpose 

noted  in  the  text. 

It  is  my  intent  to  offer  the  photos, text  and  patent  to  an  art  magazine 
for  publication,there  seeming  no  doubt  that  it  is  appropriate  for  the  next  Birthday. 

To  select  a  value  is  difficult. The  auction  record  of  the  Hicis  oil 
portrait  is  confusing. The  original  marble, found  in  I9l8,of  Washington  went  to  Sweden 
at  a  telephone  number  price.piaeters  of  Washington  by  Houdon  $6500  dollars. I  believe 
however  we  will  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  decision, if  you  are  interested. 

The  New  York  State  Library  has  again  requested  the  bust  for  exhibition 


Page  2. 

to  be  set  up  this  coming  x.londay,an  exhibt  to  be  complimentary  to  the  arrival  of  the 

"Freedom  Train". The  Exhibit  will  reiaain  fjr  the  duration  of  this  celebration. 

I  point  out  to  you  an  article  in  the  New  York  Times, Tuesday, July  29, '47, 
titled  "First  Bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  Exhibited  in  Canal  Street  Shop." This  bust  is 
looking  to  the  left  and  cannot  accord  to  what  Volk  states  and  claims  as  the  first 
portrait  from  life  in  his'^tent,June  12,1860.    V  '  ^^^^p-^  ^^}  - 

One  of  the  most  plt.asing  communications  came  from  i^'Ir.  Sand  burg  :- 

Dear  Sir:- 

Your  letter  regarding  the  Volk  bust  is  received. I  regret  having  no  data  that 

would  provide  an  adequate  reply  to  your  intelligent  inquiry. 

Yours, 

Carl  Sandburg. 

Asking  you  to  peruse  the  material, and  communicate  with  me  with  any  suggestions 

you  may  wish  to  makejl  would  like  the  material  returned  as  it  is  the  original; Awaiting 

jrour  communication,!  am, 

^Y'ours  very  trtr^^^^^^^ 


^^^O-VU^.eiiU^ 


ilfred  Thomas. 


OctoTwr  28,  3^7 


Mr.  Vllf  i»d  ThoBBs 

Boot  5^7 

Albany,  l,U&w  York 

%  doar  ¥lr.  ThxxmBt 

\f&  appMiclate  -vozy  louch.  your  sulBalttlnc  tbs  maaoQrapki 
on  ths  Yolk  Imst  and  also  offering  tiw  Item  to  us  at  ths  price 
yon  bave  aiiggestod. 

I  an  talcing  this  opportisilty  of  zetuxnlng  yoor  copQr 
and  pictures  linnedlately  In  order  that  you  xoay  sulaalt  tliem  to 
sans  sia0Milne^  as  I  think  you  liavo  a  vei7  fine  stoigr. 

With  rsspoct  to  the  aetuisitlon  of  the  bust  I  do  not 
think  I  could  pass  upon  it  at  this  sunent,  althou^  thers  is  a 
pwiell)lllty  we  might  viah  to  acfulse  It. 

I  ha've  xaado  e  caraful  study  of  the  plcturasyou  sulxnltted 
aloQ(;  vlth  atm  full  sised  bust  heze  In  our  posaeesioa  and  I  note 
a  consideze'bls  dlfferonce  In  the  detail  vork  of  the  heed.  Uhether 
037    ot  ,  wur  'boat  is  a  prslinlnazy  study,  Z  aa  not  lasa  -  sitloa  to 
say,  Imt  apparantly,  as  you  suggtst.  It  pxeceded  the  latgsr  sUidy. 

I  will  he  plsased  to  advise  you  if  I  cooe  across  other 
infozxaatloa  idULch  might  z&ors  clearly  identify  the  copy  you  ha-ve. 
Furtheznoze,  If  you  can  eTantoally  tzece  it  hack  to  the  Lincoln  family, 
ve  should  llk»  to  hear  f  ran  you,  as  the  hlstozy  of  the  wuat  iteslf , 
I  think  vonld  largo ly  detenoine  its  rsal  value. 

Yexy  truly  yours. 


lAVrES  Director 

£ncs. 


^ 

V 


Albany  1,:T.Y. 
:.:av  22,194s. 

Dr. Louis  A. V/arren, Director, 

Lincoln  rational  Life  Foundation, 

Fort  Wayne  Indiana.  Yolk's  Cabinet-Size  bust  of  Linciln. 

"■"■  '^  '^.''  v  'n^  •'"'^  rr ST^  1 "" 

I  believe  the  riddle  ^^oced  i:i  y^-.r  fetter  of  October  23,47  nay  be  solved, the 

tracing      ^  history  back  to  +    "  .coins. 


4--^-.     ■O^e.r} 


d i -^ ';-, o " "^ ""^    ''^, '!■'■■  '"'^^■"■^"i     Voi-r    -  "atiite 

thru  the  courtssy  of  Tr,?..    .    ."■-  "  1,-''  -n  the  Director   of  the  llev/  York  State  Library, 

'"  ^  -      Vdence^to  check  and  see  if  missing 


1  ■ 


iDraT'' 


■.2J"  brother  and   I 

books    '^m'^  -  +      ' 

the  original  theatre  prog"' 

r-Bsr.- filiation, bloodstained  ^ 


it-ted 


-^    -P.-'T-A. 


^■•?  ."-I- ,-,     J-  -     -J.' 


"  +  -+   -       ■     •  ■'-y.r-y,-.      ...„  ^ 


archives  vere  bequests  to  ?hilac    _^ 
Lincoln  bust,Ca.binet-size,by  Vo^' 


?in«^i.^^  Reedjlhe  Signer, 


^  jln  had   in  hi?  hc.r.d   at  the  ..lOiient  of  the 
■  "h  frarae  had  been  added  a  s::;iall   "'     -    '  .. "    . . 

_"--.^   -^  ■"  x.l_:...  _-  '^'ilia.llany   r^^  ""'ie-^Reed 

'.  ter  discovered  the 

purchased   it  proHptly,h?ving  been  edxicated  as  a 

'j^    .  ""      '     -J  '        .,  ■\._„-.^^  jjux..."'  -„__   '  ..      -   ''     -    quality. 

The  estate, after  '  ^         -''  '-  '  j    as   sold  to   a   dealer  xiho  reiioved  the 

ri^r-^ihing  to  auc-":  ^  -         -      -tfoit. Prior    '  .^s  purchase  the  lawyer   in  chrrge  permitted 

iajit  brother  :.."   I    ',        ■-.-.--.-       -    ~    ''  l._^3. 

These  being  tvro  Icnown  significant  ite:ns  fron  Reedjand  Seward  lis.vin^  brou;;;:!^ the 
original   draft  of  the  Enancipation  Proclai2,a.tion  to  Albany  for  Health  Society  benefit 
:''.uring  the  civil     •■■?.r;t"i'^-  f::.ct   of  Robert  Todd  Lincolns   residence  nearbj'-  in  Llanchester, 
and  the  several  noted  collectors   of  Albanyjall  f r lends*, Lor Imer  of  D.and  Ii._^seeBied  to 
precis-.-  ;      '  -    -.-p  T'^scertaining      -      ■":  e'^ust   ^-^  -^   ■'■ .:    ■^V-■- ■--.'""-■'-  hnowledge  that 

Eddy  Foy' s  mother  was  x^r s. Lincoln' s  companion, and  a  lead  £,.'-  ^      "   .Lincon 

u;:"d  to  hold  a  bust  of  4ii^coln,to  -.hie''',   she  tp'lked,in  her  arus, seemed  a   clue  of  its 


hkving  been-Foy's  mothers  proj_.?rty  after  ..irs.^l. 


'■    l;:-3.'^h^^_  dccioeiidants  knov; 


nothing. The  idea  is  plausible  bat  could  not  be  confirmed, unless   it   C9i:^e  to  Fov  fron 


his  nothsr  and  ""oy  p-.ssed   Cii,t!i9  bust    '         to  Auction  of  his   eff3ctr,,bu+ 

"..and  no  conclusive  evidence  In.  this  natter  .Every  lead  see-ied  to  have  Leen 
a  blind  alley. 

IIorrever,the   solution  appears   in  uy  ascertaining  who  was  John  ller^r'i-^h  P^-nT'ie 
Biographical  Dictionary  produces  th,   foliov;iii.£;  (Abstracted) 

Johxi  ueredith  Reed,  1357  -  1396. 

active   in  Presidential  Caupaiyi  1356.1n  .th:.i:   of  1360, th-  ":;ide  Ar;-Ve" 

xaovenent,;7hich  naterially  aided  in  carrying,  the  State   of  ..ev.  York  for  ...r. Lincoln, 

assuring  Lincoln's   election In  IToveiaber  1360  became  Adjutant  General 

0-"  "ftr  York  State  nith  rank  of  Briradier  General.He  v:as  Chairn^.n  cf  the  llilitari^ 
Governor's  Coxxiisission  v;hich  v.'elccued  Lincoln  at  Buffalo, ICY., the  |-resident  21ect,and 
escorted  hin  to  the  Capitol  at  Albany, in  February  1361. 

Reeds  Civil  'V-r   efforts   and   services  ""'ere  of  a  laa^riitude  to   evoke  thanlcs   of  the 

ti 

United  States  War  D3partuent,etc.etc. 

Led  i    "  election  of  General  Grant. Consul  General  to  France  and  Algeria. Minister 

to  Greece, etc., etc. 

A  bust  found   in  the  Reed   estate, having  been  in  the  poasfeission  of  an  intiraate   of 

Abraham  Lincoln, a  person  that   carried  ITer  York  State  for  his  election;tliat  rendered 
services 

innuuerpble  ti  Lincoln;he  bein^  an  American  patriot,  descended   fro...  the  si^nerivrhose 

tireless  effort   in  the   successful  prosecution  of  the  Civil  \:-.t  to  an  extent  of  receiving 
plaudits  frou  all  proper  sources jReed  continued  to  act  in  responsible  capacities   for 
Lincoln's   General, tlie  President  Grant;Eeed  being  a  i_sn  of  psrtSjanti^uariany^nd   proud 
of  his  lineage  and  acco^plishraentp,a  collector  who  had  preserved  the  theatre  j^^ro^ra^a 
nith  his  friend  Lincoln's  blood  upon  it^and  uust  have  possessed  inpottant  documents; 
rho  h'^d  received  and  treasured  tlie  Lincoln  Dust  by  Yolk,  can  readilj'"  be   .^rs^it'^f^    -'s 
receiving  theu  fro^  the  xji.icoln' s,he  beiiig,  friend,  intimate  and  ..hite  House  habitue, 
having  renederod  v;arranted  faithful  service  to  the  JJ  re  at  Ss:ancj.pator.The  bust  stands 
unique   in  resernh,"?  to   ^-ntin^,r.nd  the    jnly   ori"inp,l   er^trait. 

Those  Anerican  Llagasiiaes  that  should  publish  aii  article  of  t..is  type  find   it  to 
technical  altho  they  devote  auch  space  to  the  Europeon  i)efiler3. 


jT  I  rest  uy  crse  bolisvin^  that  the  bust  is  dsfinitoly  established. Tliis  has 

'^  L 

ta>en  a  gc  .   mn^^^^^^  of  ::'3elcing  t...at  one  can  Oxily   say  has  been  interesting, a   source 
of  pl'^p^.u-T-  -^ducating.The  bust  is  -■.ore   significant  then  the  Hick's   paii;tinr,in  mjr 

o^^inion,and  stands  with  the  ';iashin^ton  original  by  .ioudon. 

I  -"eel  th?t  this  must  go,now,  into ,  safer  precincts, free  frou  the  hazard  of  de- 


It  is   being  sold. Please  let  ...e  hr.-;e   :uj.  e::i>r 
'"ith  :,iy  kind  rs£;ard9  .^'^ 


jf  your  past  courtesies,' 


Miy  25,  19W 


}«?•  Vll:rr6d  ZhoBMi 

Box  liUrj 

Albaziy,  1,  Bov  Yen* 

Dear  Mr,  ShomMi 

It  seems  to  me  ^ron  bare  doxie  a  Tatrj  fine  ^ol>  tn. 
trying  to  ton  r'.cfim  tho  original  of  seme  old  cabinet  size 
bus  be  of  LlncolQ., 

Poeslbly  you  sboold  enconrage  tbe  Intereet  of 
Eexmedy  and  Coiagpany  'because  I  r«.tbor  fear  our  approparlatlcn 
here  for  the  acquisition  oS  statuary,  etc,  vould  not  be 
siifflclent  to  te]08  care  ot  Vae  purchase  of  your  Item.  Ve 
vottXd  be  pleosedy  bovever,  to  learn  If  you  do  sell  the  bust 
to  Kennedy. 

Vary  truly  yours. 


LAWtXB  Director 


Louis  A.V.'arron,Ijirector, 

Lincoln  national  Life  Founrtn  '  i^n^ 

Fort  "I? ajme, Indiana. 

Th-   ■  -^  ■'  7our  letter  of  1  - 

Abr  ■;-.:..  Lincoln, by  Leonard  \^olk,which    . 

It  ap^:'^'^'^  ^"  -.-■-,  J-  ^  ^ 


in  rst^ard  the  cabinet- size  bust  of 
possession. 


riTif^.'^-op'^ 


of  laet  year  in  re£,"rd  '  '   L^portsait  sculpture. 

The  bust  stands  confirmed  as  the  only  original, produced  by  Volk,during  the 
:-.:'-.-.:=.l  sittir^--  -ii^--  '^  ^.■...-: „-.r.,  +  "- .-^i  is  ?;--+-+,'"'--   "'^,__  '1  ^.laster  p.nd  th-^  -  rblo 
pain'  •■'  ""^     '  'saving  been  destroyed    "  ^  Chicago  Fire. This  is  the  only  bust  of 
its  type  in  existence^and  '  ~  igned  and  dated  in  the  specific  manner, 

l3pr,-».-_-T  +1-,=  paten''"  '^■"~+.e  Zwii'^   Z._  Z.^^O.'^his  is  the  one  r'^n.-r.'^'^'''  V'  TTolk  as  bein^  es- 
specially  executed  for  presentatio;  ^      ""' .Lincoln, by  A''olk,the  day  of  Lincoln's 
nomination.lt  has  ever  been  iix  the  possession  of  a  proiuinent  Anerican  and  intimate 
of  Lincoln's  until  ?,t  -- -  ,..o.^..lred  by  ue.l^y  this  record  it  is  the  i^cst  i.,^.i.:-^t_.,it 
likeness  of  Lincoln  that  is  in  existence. 

The  courtesy  of  the  experts, Sandburg,Bullard,Angle, and  other  reputable 
sources,  ^■.'.'"''^.  ''s  Volke  ov/n  records  have  i:rde  it  possible  ^o   ^-'"-^'irn  the  r,-^—^-^   "^acts.Your 
courtesies  in  no  small  way  have  immeasurably  contributed  t.  "   •'^acts  and  is  deeply 
appreciated. 

In  revieT:ing  the  above  facts,  to  refr-^;-'^  -.^--^y   i^enorj'-  of  our  correspondence 
you  may  have  a  v;iah  to  read  the  documents  again  and  see  the  photos  for  reconsideration. 
You  nay  have  a  friend  of  the  foundation  that  would  acquire  the  item  -^or  3'ou? 

x.ind  reg-^r-i-j 


L 


Qa\t  ItlcQiil 


INSURANCE 


» 


« 


NEW  YORK  LIFE 


Telephones:  Office  3838  Maafi'  <^ 
Residence  2^^Siae 


Room  1,  Carr  Bldg. 
Galesburg,  Illinois 


May  2,    1949 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Dear  Sir: 

I  own  a  bust  of  Lincoln  with  the  inscription  on  the 
side  L.  V/.  Volk,  Sculptor,  1860.   This  bust  was  obtained  from 
Colonel  Clark  E.  Carr,  who  at  one  tirae  v/as  United  States  Am- 
bassador to  Denmark,  and  I  am  quite  sure  it  is  authentic, 

I  would  like  to  sell  this  bust  of  Lincoln  and  would 
appreciate  it  if  you  will  please  give  me  information  as  to  how 
I  should  proceed. 


Cordially  yours. 


O.McG:pp 


■»■-•»»•    ^^ 


May  6,  19l»9 


Mr.  Qay  MoQlll 

Boon  1,  Carr  Building 

OBlaeborgy  IlIlaolB 

Xtoar  Mr.  ItedlXIs 

It  l8  to  "be  greet Ij  regretted  tltot  recently  an  article 
appeared  In  the  press  Indicating  tlie  excessive  value  of  a  ToUc 
statue  discovered  In  lev  York. 

fbey  are  not  rare  and  can  rexj  often  be  picked  up  for 
$50.00  or  $1^0.00,  soaetlnes  much  less.     Wsv  cmes  can  be  bou^t  for 
about  ^0.00,  lK>vever^  If  you  have  one  of  the  earlier  Isapresglons 
ande  In  Minneapolis  vhlch  Is  23  Inches  from  should  tip  to  shoulder 
tip  It  nle^  be  vorth  $^.00  although  ve  acquired  one  Including 
a  pedestal  recently  for  $55.00. 

Inasmuch  as  they  are  not  difficult  to  buy  they  could 
hardly  be  considered  rare  pieces. 

Very  truly  yours  ^ 


LAV^JN  Director 

L*A.VarreA 


\- 


E  LANSING    RAY.    President 

DOUGLAS    B    HOUSER.  1st.  Vice-President  AND  Secbetarv 

W  C.HOUSER.  2no  Vice  -President  and  Treasurer 

St.  touis  ilobf  ■  if  morrat 

GLOBE -DEMOCRAT  PUBLISHING    COMPANY 

1133      FRANKLIN     AVE..   ST.    LOUIS    I.  MO. 

GARFIELD    1212 

ifey  a.   1949 


Dr.    Louis  A.   Warren,   Director, 
Lincoln  Life  5'oundation, 
ffort    i^ayne,    Indiana 

M^  d^ar  Dr.   V^arren: 

On  April   16  last    I   read  an  Associated  Press   dispatch 
concerning  a  gift  to   the  Lincoln  Museum  in  V/ashington  by 
Mr.   iienry  G.   Roberts  of  a  piaster  buat   of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
This  bust,    made  by   ^eonard    .W.   Voik  from  the  1860  life  mask, 
was   reported   in  the  news   story  to  be  valued  at   |50,000, 
A  letter  from  the  assistant   superintendent  of  the  Lincjln 
Museum  advises   that   the  bust   in  question  was   insured   for 
|50,000  when   it  wa^  on   exlriibition  at    the  New  ^ork  Antiques 
i'air  -april  4-9. 

I  am  a  devoted  Lincoln  student  and  I  also  have  one 
of  ^ese  Voik  busts,   which   I  prize  highly.      Can  you  advise 
me  jMCKtT'many  of  the  busts   exist,   also  how  the   $50,000  valuation 
was   arrived  at?      it   is   my  understanding   that    there  are 
4i  very  few  of    the  Voik  busts;    I  know  of   the  existence  of 
three. 

If  you  can  give  me  any   information  on   this   subject, 
I  will  greatly  appreciate   it.      Thanking  you  in  advance,    I  am 

Sincerely  yours. 


Edgar  M.Crigler 

lUght   Editor. 

St.    Jk)uis   Oiobe-Democrat , 

St.    ijouis   1,    Mo. 


liigr  10,  19^ 


night  Editor 
81s  •  Loula  Grio'ba-Deiioorat 
1135  Frsiiklin  Street 
St.  Ijovda,  X,  HOi 


'♦ 


Hr  dear  Hp.  Crtgleri 

It  Is  to  l>e  groatly  regretted  tliat  the  lurvspaper  stoery 
valuing  tlie  Yolk  Imst  at  ^0^000  aade  ita  appaaa?aiioe  tecatuw  tb»re 
la  DO  grounds  vhaterer  for  ouch  an  exti'aTagant  and  utterly  rftdioulous 
appraiaal. 

Tfe  haTD  hsx3,  a  groat  mesx^  lettera  from  pooplc  owning  Tolk 
'bttota  £reaentlng  the  saiso  ^ery  'wlileli  jrm  have  sulmitted  in  your  letter. 

tJturt  'botcopo  SB  tbemi  ia  a  aa^iif ieent  Tolk  Imet  vhieh  I 
purchaaed  in  Hil'raiufeee  \riicr©  Toll:  had  Ma  "buota  aado.     The  price  tag  le 
•till  en  it,  $31?. 00.    It  ia  a  piaster  and  a  very  etarly  one.    I  have  aeen 
otlaeaii)  cell  for  as  lii^i  bb  $60. CO  tmt  I  have  novar  seen  one  'faring  aa 
meh  as  ^00.00,  that  ia,  in  tlie  plaster. 

It  vould  "be  5j)q^o8siT>ls  to  estlBate  the  great  nuober  of  these 
that  vers  produced.    We  have  had  ooores  of  thea  off  ore  ct  to  'va  Iiore  and 
in  faot,  they  can  still  "be  purehasML  fron  a  Chiosgo  Bouse  for  about  $18.00. 

I  thlzik  po8«il>ly  I  irill  prepare  a  little  article  for  Lincoln 
Lore  on  the  Yolk  busts  and  vlll  l>e  pleased  to  send  you  a  copy  vhon  it  is 
ready. 

Yary  truly  yours. 


3)ireetor 
LAH:CH 
LJ").  •Warren 


(jiirst    {J-^  resbyterian    ihnrch 

JOHN   C.  INGLIS,   Minister 

325  West  Ash  Street 

PiQUA,  Ohio 

May  12,    1949 


Dr.    Lewis  A,    Warren 

Lincoln  Memorial  Life  Poimdatlon 

Ft  •    Vvayne  ,    Indi  ana 

Dear  Dr.    Warren: 

Tiirough  the  friendship  of  my  father, 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  Mr.  Charles  Jones,  I  am 
writing  to  you  concerning  a  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
that  has  been  in  our  family  for  a  number  of  years. 

I  am  presuming  upon  your  time  in 
asking  you  for  the  following  information.  A  short 
time  ago  there  appeared  in  the  newspaper  a  reference 
to  the  L.W.Volk  bust  of  Lincoln.   This  bust  of  ours 
has  imprinted  on  the  back  "Lincoln  from  life  by 
L.W.Volk",  then  Immediately  below  this  is  a  little 
plate  on  which  is  the  following:   "A.  Lincoln  from 
life  by  L.W.Volk  1860  C.  Henneckle  and  Company, 
Milwaukee  and  Chicago. 

I  am  wondering  what  value  or  standing 
this  may  have  in  the  light  of  the  importance  given 
to  one  of  the  originals  by  Ii/Ir.  Volk.   I  would  apprec- 
iate any  information  you  can  give  me  or  information 
concerning  a  place  to  which  I  might  write  to  gain 
this  information. 

Thanks  for  your  kindness  and  consider- 
ation in  this  matter  as  father  and  I  have  a  special 
interest  in  things  of  Lincoln. 


JCl/j 


m 


Very  sincerely  yours, 
3^   C,  IngXis 


[!'■■  ^' 


liE^  aj6,  1949 


Ilr«  Jobn  C*  Inclis 
325  Uest  Aoh  otroot 
l^ua^  Ohio 

Dear  iir*  Xoolio* 

Ifeny  Inouirioo  Imvo  cam  filsw©  the  at>p©a»o^o  of  tSio 

Hoaeum  in  «iii£^.i:liDOtoa« 

for  difltril^m  t©  tiboiic*  impixm  obtjut  to  bu^  oi^  as  aoon 
AS  It  ia  oiTf  tho  larwe  «®  «13jL  £wy&^  ytm  a  o<w* 

10  a  fooSal^  i^^tS  a«  v50*00  ^K>^^bo  mro  ^^^f  ?^^«*^ 
iSc^  ItnAc^toiae.    Sou  tjill  rocoivo  t^io  iBi>53pmtioa  ia  swo 
deliaa  wli«i  tho  bullotin  io  off  th©  papoos. 

louro  veay  tru^. 


L«A*kki3?ren 


May  25,  19H9 


itr,  Weeloj  H.Beaion 
■,F,D.  No.  1 
Fairfax,  Virginia 

Smt  lir,  BensoQt 

Vo  ore  preparing  a  little  "bulletin  on  the  Volk  buHt 
irttlch  ve  vlll  "be  pleaeed  to  forvarA  to  you  when  It  I0  ready. 

Of  eourae  the  eotlmated  raluo  of  'Ae  tvmt  la  one 
that  le  fpreatly  exag^^erated  as  such  stories  osually  are,  and 
I  hope  you  vlll  not  "bo  disappointed  In  learning  that  there 
are  a  great  niany  of  these  hixsis  and  they  are  all  of  very  Uttle 
■ralue. 

Very  truly  yours, 
lAViW  Director 
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BUST  OF  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  UNVEILED  IN  HING- 
HAM,  ENGLAND. 

American  Ambassador  Davis  unveiled  a  bust  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  the  Parish  Church,  Hingham,  England,  October 
15th,  1919.  The  town  was  the  birthplace  of  Samuel  Lincoln,  an 
ancestor  of  President  Lincoln.  -  -    ( 


iq  I' 


VolK 


Bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  made  by  Leonard  Volk  The  Leonard 
Volk  bust  was  chosen  for  a  niche  in  the  church  in  Old  Hmgham,  E.ng- 
land  where  Samuel  Lincoln,  the  great-great-great-great-grandfather  of 
Abraham   Lincoln,  was   baptized   in   1688.     The   inscription   under  it  is 

as  follows:  ,,         ^ 

"In  This  Parish  for  Many  Genera- 
tions Lived  the  Lincolns, 
Ancestors  of  the  American, 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 
To   Him,   Greatest  of  That  Lineage,  Many   Citizens  of 
the  United  States  Have  Erected  This  Memorial  in  the 
Hope  That  for  All  Ages  Between  That  Land  and  This 
Land  and  All  Lands  There  Shall  Be 
'Malice  Towards  None 
With  Charity  for  All.'  "                     .    „    x 
(From  the  collection  of  H.  P.  Lincoln  of  Williamsport,  Pa.) 
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lo  name  indicates  its  c/isracter 


DR.  LOUIS  A.WARREN 

DIRECTOR. 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fori  Wayne,  Indiana 

December  11,  1951 


Mr.  George  W,  Simmons 

Box  629 

Freeport,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr,  Simmons: 

V\fe  often  have  inquiries  about  Volk  busts  and  if  70U  will 
tell  the  exact  height  of  yours  and  the  price  at  which  70U  are  holding 
it  possibly  we  may  find  a  purchaser. 

Very  truly  yours. 


LAWrPE 


Director 


^7  jyu.^^^--^ 
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York  State  wa'crs  during  1946  have 
just  been  issued  by  the  Conservation 
Department. 

Of  special  significance  is  the  clos- 
ing of  Canandaigua  Lake  and  its 
tributaries  this  year  to  the  taking 
of  smelt  by  scapping  or  dipping. 
The  Department's  investigation  re- 
vealed that  the  lake's  population  of 
smelt,  staple  food  of  the  lake  trout, 
was  insufficient  to  permit  further 
reduction. 

Spear  and  Longbow  Fishing 

The  State  Conservation  Department 
1946  spearing  order  says  spears  and 
longbows  may  be  used  to  take  bull- 
lieads,  carp,  catfish,  dogfish,  eels, 
garpike,  mullet  and  suckers  in  cer- 
tain waters  not  inhabited  by  trout 
and  during  specified  intervals. 

Persons  who  must  have  a  license 
to  take  fish  by  angling  must  also 
possess  such  license  to  take  fish  by 
spear  or  longbow.  Such  license  does 
not  authorize  any  person  to  enter 
upon  private  lands  or  waters  nor  to 
spear  fish  within  50  rods  of  eel 
weirs. 

Trees  Snapped  Up 

All  trees  which  were  produced  for 
the  State  Conservation  Department's 
forest  planting  stock  for  this  season's 
distribution  to  landowners  and  mu- 
nicipalities have  been  sold  and  no 
more  are  availaljle,  Commissioner 
Duryea  has  announced. 

The  increased  interest  in  tree 
planting  resulted  in  an  avalanche  of 
orders  for  the  entire  5,000,000  trees 
available  for  this  spring's  planting. 

Arthur  F.  Amadon,  superinten- 
dent of  tree  nurseries,  explained  that 
no  tree  seeds  were  sown  in  the 
nurseries  during  the  early  part  of 
the  war  but  in  the  spring  of  1944  a 
modest  planting  was  made  in  the 
hope  that  the  war  would  be  over  by 
the  time  the  seedlings  were  2  or  3- 
year  olds.  The  big  demand  for 
seedlings  this  spring  has  justified  that 
policy,  Mr.  Amadon  said,  as  well  as 
the  sowing  of  an  increased  number 
of  seeds  (26,000,000)  in  1945  for 
next  year's  plantings.  Another  26,- 
000,000  seeds  are  to  be  sown  this 
year. 

Forest  Fire  Fighting  Conference 

Attended  by  130  district  forest 
rangers,  forest  rangers  and  district 
foresters,  the  supervising  personnel 
of  the  forest  fire  fighters  throughout 
the  state,  the  4th  annual  forest  fire 
control  conference  was  held  early 
last  month  at  Bear  Mountain. 

"The  purpose  of  the  conference," 
Kinne  F.  Williams,  state  superinten- 
dent of  forest  fire  control,  said,  "was 
to  keep  the  men  abreast  of  the  new- 
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est  methods  and  developments  in  the 
technique  and  science  of  fire  sup- 
pression." 

Intensification  of  training  was 
found  necessary  because  fire  hazards 
have  greatly  increased.  The  exces- 
sive slash  remaining  from  intensive 
lumbering  during  the  war  period, 
highly  infiammable  accumulations 
of  dried  leaves,  grasses  and  Aveeds  re- 
sulting from  lush  growth  in  1945, 
plus  an  increased  public  use  of  the 
forests  and  open  areas  all  spell 
greater  fire  danger. 

"Last  year  with  the  help  of  favor- 
able weather  our  forest  fires  were 
kept  to  a  near-record  low,"  Mr.  Wil- 
liams said.  "This  year  we  intend  to 
maintain  that  record  despite  greater 
hazards." 

EDUCATION 

Pushes  Survey 

The  Rapp  committee  on  education 
has  started  on  the  last  lap  of  a  4- 
year  job.  Its  assignment  is  to  map 
proposed  central  school  districts. 

It  has  just  completed  its  blueprint 
for  14  additional  counties,  which 
makes  a  total  of  43  counties  done, 
and  it  has  14  to  go.  The  committee 
was  organized  in  1940  and  in  1943 
drew  up  its  master  plan. 

The  counties  included  in  its  1945 
report  are  Delaware,  Erie,  Fulton, 
Herkimer,  Montgomery,  Oswego, 
Otsego,  Putnam,  Rensselaer,  Rock- 
land, St.  Lawrence,  Sullivan,  Warren 
and  Wyoming. 

To  be  studied  in  1946  are  Albany, 
Chemung,  Dutchess,  Jefferson,  Lewis, 
Nassau,  Oneida,  Onondaga,  Orange, 
Saratoga,  Suffolk,  Schenectady,  Ul- 
ster, and  Westchester.  Hearings  on 
proposals  of  4— Dutchess,  Jefferson, 
Oneida,  and  Onondaga— already 
have  been  conducted. 

The  committee  expects  also  to 
complete  by  Jan.  1,  1947  a  total  re- 
codification and  revision  of  the  edu- 
cation law.  This  too  will  have  taken 
several  years.  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee is  Assemblyman  Herbert  A. 
Rapp,  Genesee.  Director  Robert  M. 
Scott  is  in  charge.  "^ 

Bust  of  Lincoln 

A  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln  approxi- 
mately 12  inches  high  by  Leonard 
W.  Volk,  l:)elieved  to  be  the  model 
presented  Mrs.  Lincoln  by  the 
sculptor,  was  placed  on  exhibition 
last  month  in  the  rotunda  of  the 
State  Education  Building.  It  is  part 
of  the  State  Library  exhibition 
recently  opened  by  Governor  Dewey 
and  will  be  there  until  the  end  of 
April.  Also  included  in  the  exhibi- 
tion is  the  original  manuscript  of 
Lincoln's  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion which  has  been  the  property  of 


J.  A.  Glenn 

Volk's  Bust  of  Lincoln 
June  12,  1860 
\ 

the  State  Library  since  1865. 

Loaned  to  the  library  from  a 
private  collection,  the  bust  was  pro- 
duced from  sittings  by  Lincoln  in 
Volk's  C:hicago  studio  in  1860.  Mrs. 
Lincoln  once  declared  it  the  most 
perfect  likeness  of  her  husband  ever 
made. 

FLOOD  CONTROL 

1946  Program 

In  its  11th  annual  report  the  New 
York  State  Flood  Control  Commis- 
sion outlines  a  comprehensive  pro- 
gram of  37  projects  in\olving  a  fed- 
eral-state capital  investment  of  S60,- 
239,119.  Of  this  amount  .§56,530,460 
will  be  pro\  ided  by  the  federal  gov- 
ernment and  ,|3,708,659  by  the  state. 
The  state  money  has  already  been 
appropriated  as  well  as  about  SIO, 
000,000  of  the  federal. 

Fom-  reservoirs  are  to  be  started 
tliis  year  in  Canacadea  Creek  at  Al- 
mond above  Hornell:  Ouleoul 
Creek  at  East  Sidney,  Delaware 
County:  Onondaga  Creek  at  Syra- 
cuse; and  Mt.  Morris  Reservoir  on 
Genessee  River,  South  Rock. 

Channel  improvements  will  be 
undertaken  in  1946  at  Tuscarora 
Creek,  Cohocton  River,  Addison, 
Steuben  County:  Cohocton  River, 
Bath,  Steuben  County:  Canisteo 
River,  Canisteo,  Steuben  County; 
Chemung  Ri\er,  Ehnira,  Chemimg 
Counlv:  Dudley  Creek  and  Tiough- 
tioga  River,  Lisle,  Broome  County; 
Tioughtioga  River.  Whitney  Point, 
Broome  County:  Onondaga  Creek, 
Syracuse:  Cayuga  Creek,  Lancaster, 
Eric  County. 

The  following  have  been  com- 
pleted: 2  reservoirs  at  Whitney  Point 


rio  (V.i 


THE  EMPIRE  STATESMAN 


December  13,  lV7b 
6d02  \i,   Mitctiell  St. 
Iwest  Allis,  VJis.  3321i4 


Mr.  Mark  E.  Neely  Jr ., Director 

The  Linccln  National  Life  Foundation 

Ft  Wayne,  Indiana  libtiOl 

Dear  Mr.  Neely: 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr,  Frank  Klement,  of  our  city,  for  giving  your 
name  as  an  interested  pers  on  wino  collects  Lincoln  Artifacts. 

I  have  in  my  possession  a  "Life  Size  Bust  Of  Abrahain  Lincc  ln--in- 
scribed  on  it's  side--L.  W .  Volk-Sculptor  ItioO" .   This  is  Abraham  Lincoln 
without  a  beard.   It  is  26  ihches  high  and  is  made  of  plaster.   It  is  com- 
pletely hollow.   This,  I  believe,  was  called  "The  Death  Mask  of  Abraham 
Lincoln"  as  there  are  no  pupils  in  his  eyes. 

Mr.  Element  personally  viewed  this  bust  and  was  verj  much  interested 
in  seeing  it, 

A  copy  of  a  news  article  showing  the  bust  is  enclosed  to  give  you 
an  idea  as  to  how  it  looks. 

I  also  have  in  my  possession  a  "Last  ivallpaper  Edition  of  the  Vicksburg 
Mississippi  Newspaper"  , dated  July  2,lc39)3«   Mr  Klement  also  viewed  this  and 
believes  it  to  be  authentic. 

The  reason  for  this  writing  to  you  at  this  time  is  to  inform  you  and 
your  associates  that  these  articles  are  for  sale. 

They  can  be  viewed  at  my  home  by  appointment. 

I  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you. 

Very  Sincerely, 

Norman  P.  Weiss 

P.S.   I  can  be  reach  by  phone  in  the  mornings  at   1-14111-77^4-3^43 
Idlest  Allis  is  a  suburb  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 


No  paper  name  or  date  given  when  sent  in. 


Norman  Weiss,  8802  W.  MitcheQ  st,  admires  the  lifesize  bust  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  he  owns.  The  rare  art  piece  has  special  significance 
this  week  since  Friday  is  the  Civil  War  president's  birthday,  A  near- 
ly identical  bust  of  the  former  president  is  on  display  at  the  Lin- 
coln Museum  in  Washington,  D.  C.  star  Photo 
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January  13,  1977 


'1r.  Morrnan  P.  Weiss 

8802  IV.  Mitcholl  St. 

Mcst  Allis,  Wisconsin  53214 

Doar  '!r,  U'eiss: 

As  we  already  own  an  example  of  this  very  fine  bust,  we  would 
not  ho.   interested  in  ]iurchasinj^  another  ourselves.   Ilon'over, 
if  you  have  a  price  in  nind  and  can  tell  rie,  I  ;Tiir[ht  he  ahlo 
to  su!;[;est  a  private  collector  who  would  ho  interested.   On 
t]\c  other  hand,  you  ni.rrht  want  it  to  9^0   to  an  institutional 
collection  witliout  excc]"»tion. 

Confederate  newspapers  are  a  hit  out  of  our  lino  liore,  hut  I 
have  been  asked  about  wallpaper  editions  of  Vickshurg  papers 
1)efore,  and  that  leads  ne  to  believe  that  there,  must  be  sono 
facsimiles  around.  You  had  best  write  th.e  \'icksburi:  National 
Military  Park,  Box  349,  Vicksburn,  Mississippi  39180,  to  ask 
ai)out  it. 

I  an  enclosinj;  a  copy  of  one  of  our  past  bulletins  which 
describes  the  nature  of  yoarLincoln  bust.   As  you  can  see, 
it  is  not  a  death  mask  at  all,  and  in  fact  dates  from  the 
period  even  before  he  had  fjro^m  his  beard. 

If  you  sec  Dr.  Klenent  a!;ain,  do  please  give  hiin  ny  regards 
and  thanks  for  thinking  of  us.   If  you  have  further  questions 
about  items  of  Lincolniana,  by  all  ncans  write  any  tine. 

Yours  tmly. 


Mark  E.  'Jeely,  Jr. 
MHN/^ks 
Enc:  /^.L.  ^    ]^  ^3 


VanHorn,  Cindy 


From:  Dr.  R  M  Rowe  [martel9@verizon.net] 

Sent:  Monday,  January  29,  2007  2:32  PM 

To:  VanHorn,  Cindy 

Subject:  Re:  A  visitor  to  thelincolnmuseum.org  is  contacting  you 

Cindy  VanHorn: 

Lincoln  was  nominated  Friday  .May  18,1860  -  not  Thursday.   Leonard  Volk 
did  give  Mrs.  Lincoln  cabinet  size 

bust  Thursday  on  month  of  June  14-21or  28.   Bust  dated  June  6,1860.   No 
other  cabinet  size  owned  by  Mrs.. Lincoln  was  ever  found.  Sketch  of  my  bust 
on  a  whatnot  in  Lincoln  front  parlor.  Lincoln  did  own  two  32"  by  Volk. 
Leonald  Volk  recalled  this  information  what  happend  twenty  years  ago-He 
visited  Lincoln  May  18,1860  and  also  in  June. 

Robert  M.  Rowe 
Item   information 
Smithsonian    control  number  9D630005 

R.  M.Rowe 

Original  Message  

From:  "VanHorn,  Cindy"  <CJVanHorn@lnc . com> 

To:  "R.  M.  Rowe"  <martel@surfbest . net> 

Sent:  Friday,  April  08,  2005  10:12  AM 

Subject:  RE:  A  visitor  to  thelincolnmuseum.org  is  contacting  you 

According  to  an  article  written  by  Leonard  Volk  for  "The  Century  Magazine" 
in  1881,  he  gave  the  cabinet  size  bust  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  on  Thursday,  May  18, 
the  day  that  Mr.  Lincoln  received  the  nomination  of  the  Republican 
Convention  for  their  presidential  candidate  for  the  1860  election. 

Cindy  VanHorn 

Registrar  &  Library  Assistant 

The  Lincoln  Museum 

200  E.  Berry  Street 

Fort  Wayne   IN   4  6802 

http: //www. TheLincolnMuseum. org 

Lincoln  National  Corporation  provides  the  computer  support  for  the  NONPROFIT 
organization  The  Lincoln  Museum.   The  following  confidentiality  statement  is 
intended  for  the  recipients  of  the  Lincoln  National  Corporation  corporate 
electronic  communications  and  NOT  for  messages  sent  from  The  Lincoln  Museum. 

Original  Message 

From:  R.  M.  Rowe  [mailto:martel@surfbest.net] 

Sent:  Wednesday,  April  06,  2005  1:41  PM 

To:  Museum,  Lincoln 

Subject:  A  visitor  to  thelincolnmuseum.org  is  contacting  you 

Below  is  the  result  of  your  feedback  form.   It  was  submitted  by 
R.  M.  Rowe  (martel@surfbest.net)  on  April  6th,  2005 

realname:  R.  M.  Rowe 

address : 

city: 

state : 

zip-code: 

phone : 

email:  martel@surfbest.net 

comments-questions:  Lenard  Volk  gave  Mrs.  Lincoln  cabinet  size  bust  of 

husband  on  one  of  three  dates   une  14-21  or  28  1860.  Does  anyone  go  which 

date  ? 


In  my  coolection  I  have  the  bust. 

website   siris.si.edu    bottom  third  paragraph  click  art  inventories   "owner 

browse  box"  put  rowe 

guestbook:  yes 

join-email:  yes 

Submit:    Submit 


Env  Report  

REMOTE_HOST: 

REMOTE_ADDR:  63.21.2  7.198 

HTTP  USER  AGENT:  lMozilla/4.0  (compatible;  MSIE  5.5;  Windows  98;  Win  9x  4.90; 


AT&T  CSM6.0) 


DISCLAIMER: 

**This  E-mail  and  any  of  its  attachments  may  contain  Lincoln  National 
Corporation  proprietary  information,  which  is  privileged,  confidential,  or 
subject  to  copyright  belonging  to  the  Lincoln  National  Corporation  family  of 
companies.  This  E-mail  is  intended  solely  for  the  use  of  the  individual  or 
entity  to  which  it  is  addressed.  If  you  are  not  the  intended  recipient  of 
this  E-mail,  you  are  hereby  notified  that  any  dissemination,  distribution, 
copying,  or  action  taken  in  relation  to  the  contents  of  and  attachments  to 
this  E-mail  is  strictly  prohibited  and  may  be  unlawful.  If  you  have  received 
this  E-mail  in  error,  please  notify  the  sender  immediately  and  permanently 
delete  the  original  and  any  copy  of  this  E-mail  and  any  printout.  Thank 
You.** 
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VanHorn,  Cindy 


From:      Dr.  R  M  Rowe  [martel9@verizon.net] 
Sent:        Monday,  January  29,  2007  3:45  PM 
To:  VanHorn,  Cindy 

Subject:  Cabenit  size  bust  of  Lincoln 

Cindy  VanHorn: 

Nomination  of  Lincoln  May  18,1860-Friday.  not  Thursday  that  you  wrote.  Bust  of  Lincoln  was  given  to  Mrs  Lincoln  on 
Thursday  in  month  of  June.  Bust  is  dated  June  12,1860,  given  to  Mrs.  Lincoln  on  14-21  or  28,  1860  as  leonard  Volk  states 
in  letter  in  Century  magazine  December  1860.  Sketh  of  bust  in  Leslie  drawing  parlor  of  Lincoln's  home.  Lincoln  did  have  two 
32"plaster  of  himself  by  Volk.  No  other  cabinet  size  bust  were 

ever  found.  Volk  negected  to  say  he  visted  Lincoln  on  May  18,1860  and  June,  twenty  years  ago. 
Smithsonian  museum  control  number  9D630005 
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